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Protestors from Moratorium Now! Coalition to Stop Foreclosures and Evictions in Detroit. 
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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


AUTOWORKERS GET A STAY 
OF EXECUTION — FOR NOW! 


The end of year 2008 closed with 
another corporate bailout. This time 
it’s a $17.4 billion bridge loan from 
the federal government, announced 
by President Bush for General Motors 
and Chrysler LLC, to be overseen by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. Anyone 
paying attention knows this bailout is a 
temporary fix in the midst of a severely 
deepening global economic crisis. It 
also contains conditions that could set 
the stage for a pointed attack on the liv¬ 
ing standards of all workers in the U.S. 

Even before the bailout was an¬ 
nounced last month, Chrysler LLC an¬ 
nounced it would close all of its 30 pro¬ 
duction plants for one month — and that 
it plans to close some permanently. Gen¬ 
eral Motors had already announced the 
idling of an undisclosed number of plants 
in the United States and Canada during 
the first three months of 2009 and the 
elimination of 30,000 jobs as part of its 
overall restructuring plan. Ford, Nissan, 
Toyota and Honda have also announced 
plans for deep cutbacks in plant produc¬ 
tion, citing a drastic drop in car sales. 

For autoworkers and all workers, this 
situation is made worse by the frontal at¬ 
tack on the United Auto Workers union 
by a block of southern U.S. Senators. 
They demanded that the union reduce 
UAW wages and cut legacy costs, such 
as pensions and other benefits, to the 
level of workers in the non-union, for¬ 
eign owned auto companies in southern 
“right to work” states. As a result, the 
loan bailout announced by Bush requires 
further cuts in wages and benefits to be 
made by the autoworkers union. This 
government requirement could represent 
a fundamental change in how wages and 
benefits of U.S. workers are determined. 

Clearly we are witnessing globaliza¬ 
tion coming home to roost after years of 
foreign capital concentrating their in¬ 
vestments in some of the poorest areas 
of this country, particularly in the south, 
with its primarily non-union labor. This 


southern strategy of global capital, has 
now positioned them, with their south¬ 
ern political representatives leading the 
charge, to begin tearing down the foun¬ 
dation of the entire U.S. wage structure 
that has been historically based in north¬ 
ern industry. Now we have government 
dictating the wage and benefit levels for 
American workers in the private sector! 

In the September 2008 issue of the 
People’s Tribune (Volume 35, Number 


9) our cover story entitled, “Then and 
Now...Why the American Dream Has 
Become A Nightmare,” we made the 
point that the growing use of labor¬ 
less production (robots and computers) 
is rapidly replacing human beings as 
wage earners. The consequence of this 
to a capitalist system is the rapid de¬ 
struction of the capitalist market itself 
(rapidly increasing numbers of people 
without the money to buy what is pro¬ 
duced). Further, we showed that this 
modern technology is not the problem, 
but is the solution, since it is precisely 
what is needed to produce the neces¬ 
sary abundance to benefit all of soci¬ 


ety, increasingly freeing us of the dai¬ 
ly burden and drudgery of work. The 
problem we pointed to is the capitalist 
system ofproduction and exchange itself. 

With this in mind, what are the next 
steps about what needs to be done? 
How do the vast majority of people 
in society go about protecting their 
inter-connected self interests as work¬ 
ers? Certainly, the nationalization of 
the corporations to produce in the in¬ 


PHOTO /DAYMON J. HARTLEY 

terests of the majority of society is a 
big and necessary step along the way. 
However, this requires the majority to 
act and organize itself into the kind of 
political force to exercise its political 
will, independently of those represent¬ 
ing the interests of the capitalist class. 

We either organize ourselves to na¬ 
tionalize the corporations in the inter¬ 
ests of the majority, or we will continue 
to be the willing victims of a very well 
calculated and organized attack on our 
lives, by a corporate government intent 
on maintaining the power and privilege 
of the capitalist class at our expense. Ei¬ 
ther we act or we will be acted upon. 



American Axle Strike. Detroit, Michigan, March 2008. 


Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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COVER STORY 


NATIONALIZATION: 

WILL IT BE FOR THE PEOPLE 
OR THE CORPORATIONS? 


With incredible speed over the past 
year, we have gone from the corpo¬ 
rate government declaring that gov¬ 
ernment shouldn’t intervene in the 
privately owned economy to the very 
same government partially national¬ 
izing banks and insurance companies. 

But it’s clear that these “national¬ 
izations” are in fact a process of hand¬ 
ing trillions of dollars of public money 
to private corporations in the name of 
preserving these industries as privately 
owned, profit-making enterprises. No 
guarantees are being offered the work¬ 
ers, and unemployment and poverty 
continue to rise by leaps and bounds. 
This is simply a desperate attempt to 
save a dying market economy. We are 
seeing nationalization in the interest of 
the corporations. What we need is na¬ 
tionalization in the interest of the peo¬ 
ple, in the interest of society as a whole. 

What does nationalization in the 
interest of the people mean? It means 
the people would own the nationalized 
industries, such as banking, energy or 
health care, and run them in the inter¬ 
est of the society. It could mean guar¬ 
antees of jobs or income for workers; 
it could mean an end to evictions and 
foreclosures, and that everyone would 



The 

People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
Donations! 


The People’s Tribune needs 
your financial help to go on be¬ 
ing a voice of the people. We need 
to raise an additional $1000 each 
month. The People’s Tribune 
brings the stories of those who 
are struggling to move forward in 
a world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to of¬ 
fer some strategic perspective to 
help put the struggle in context 
and point the way toward vic¬ 
tory. Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 

People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


have housing; it could mean that every¬ 
one would have access to health care; 
it could mean not having to choose be¬ 
tween heating and eating in the winter. 

The nationalizations that have gone 
on in the interest of the corporations 
have begun opening people’s eyes to 
what is possible. In a recent poll by 
the LA Times, 59 percent said they 
favor somewhat or strongly favor the 
government bailing out individual ho¬ 
meowners who are facing foreclosure. 
A school district in Ohio that is facing 
budget shortfalls has called for the gov¬ 
ernment to bail it out. The workers who 
occupied a shut-down factory in Chica¬ 
go recently to demand what was owed 
them contrasted the bailout of the banks 
with the treatment of laid-off workers. 

The government has made clear 
that it’s perfectly ready to spend pub¬ 
lic money to partially nationalize in¬ 
dustries in the interest of preserving 
corporate profit and corporate mle. It’s 
becoming more and more clear that 
the market economy is failing and the 
government has to intervene to prop it 
up. The opportunity now exists to open 
people’s eyes to the possibility that the 
government can intervene on behalf of 
the vast majority of society. The implied 
demand of the workers is that industries 
be nationalized to guarantee jobs, hous¬ 
ing, energy, education, health care and 
the other necessities of a civilized life. 

People are asking: If hundreds of 
billions can be handed to the banks 
with no strings attached, why can’t I be 
helped to keep my home, my job, my 
health care? Why are schools and hos¬ 
pitals and factories being closed, and 
the banks kept open with public money? 
And the very same banks refuse to lend 
that money out to those who need it? 

Our society is being transformed. The 
robot and the computer are eliminating 
so many jobs that the corporations are 
forced to use the power of the govern¬ 


ment and the public’s money to prop up 
the market economy. The question that 
is becoming clear is, who does the gov¬ 
ernment serve? Does it serve the mass 
of the people, or only the corporations 


and the wealthy few? If it is to serve the 
people, then the next step is for its pow¬ 
er to be used to turn major industries 
into public property so that the well¬ 
being of the workers can be guaranteed. 


The battle lines are being drawn be¬ 
tween the workers and the corporations. 

The ultimate goal is a society that 
guarantees the well-being of all its mem¬ 
bers. Nationalization in the interest of the 


people is a step toward that goal, but it 
won’t happen without struggle. The peo¬ 
ple will have to be rallied to fight for it. 


Protestors from Moratorium Now! Coalition to Stop Foreclosures and 
Evictions in Detroit. 
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SPIRIT OF THE REVOLUTION 


This column depends on articles, comments, and criticisms from 
readers. Feel free to contribute. Contact us: c/o Boxholder, RO. Box 
720821, San Jose, California 95172 or by e-mail at 
spirit@peoplestribune.org. 


CRITICAL TIMES 



Rally at Bank of America, downtown Chicago, where negotiations were go¬ 
ing on between Bank of America, UE and Republic Windows and Doors. 
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By Rev. Bruce Wright 

We do indeed live in critical times. 
This is a time where capitalism, both in 
the US and abroad, is unraveling and 
crashing. It was inevitable that greed 
and selfishness would lead to this. Capi¬ 
talism has always been about greed and 
power at the expense of people. Going 
all the way back to Jesus, we were told 
that you cannot serve God and Mam¬ 
mon. This collapse and rescue of Wall 
Street has nothing to do with helping the 
common person, but everything to do 
with rewarding the criminals, looters, 
and hooligans that run Wall Street. This 
bailout, which by the way has a lot of 
ridiculous “pork barrel” bills attached, 
will not solve the problem. The people 
know this. It is only the beginning of at¬ 
tempts by the government, in collusion 
with the Global Corporate Capitalists, to 
take away our freedom and make every¬ 
one part of a slave class. Those in power 
know this too, which is why they are 
violating the Constitution by preparing 
for the military to be used domestically. 

As a follower of Christ, it especially 
sickens me, and I think it sickens God, 
that those who claim to follow the one 
who came to preach the Good News to 
the poor, to set the captives free, to pro¬ 
claim liberty to the oppressed, would 
not only support this sick system, but 
say God is behind it. No WAY!! They 


obviously don’t understand and serve 
the same Jesus, whom the early church 
understood as on the side of the op¬ 
pressed and poor. We must not serve 
Empire. We must speak out and rise 
up! We must organize and create alter¬ 
natives to Empire! We must make the 
clarion call to revolution. A peaceful, 
nonviolent, direct action, civil disobedi¬ 
ence-oriented movement is needed. We 
can no longer just sit by and do nothing! 

We cannot rely on elections to 
change a thing. Both parties are bank¬ 
rupt, with the exception of a few. Most 
are bought and paid for by Wall Street, 
including both presidential candidates. 
The corruption is so deep and wide 
that the only way to bridge it is if the 
people rise up as a united class and 
oust them! We can no longer just sit by. 

It’s also incumbent upon those 
who claim allegiance to Christ and his 
teachings that we create communities 
of resistance and prepare ourselves 
for this collapse that is currently oc¬ 
curring and will continue to occur, by 
being ready to stand up to the com¬ 
ing fascism by radically offering hos¬ 
pitality to the hurting and oppressed. 

We must also become informed and 
constantly vigilant to what is happen¬ 
ing around us. We must create shared 
economies, sharing of resources, and 
alternative energies. We must recognize 
that those in power will not give up eas¬ 


ily. They will fight us in any way they 
can, including using the media to try to 
get us to believe that everything is okay. 

I would just like to say, in closing, 
that I know many will disagree with 
me at some level and, further, feel that 
a ministry has no business addressing 
these issues. But I am compelled, our 
ministry is compelled by everything 
we believe to be sacred, to speak. We 


have paid the price for this, we know. 
The Refuge, our ministry here in St. Pe¬ 
tersburg, Fla., is barely keeping above 
water, and I am unable to pay rent this 
month, but I know we must continue to 
speak the truth! Please join us and mil¬ 
lions of others in this struggle world¬ 
wide for a just and cooperative society. 


A CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS 


By Lenette Evans 

For two years now, the church of 
The Common Ground, led by Rev. 
Bob Book and his wife Holly Book, 
have brought faith to the homeless 
through gospel readings and weekly 
communion in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
church is a homeless ministry af¬ 
filiated with the Episcopal Diocese. It 
was inspired by the outdoor worship 
with the homeless led by Rev. Debbie 
Little of Ecclesia Ministries in Boston. 

Officials have been really slow 
to recognize nontraditional street 
ministries as a “Real Church.” 

“We need to quit expecting people 
who live without homes to come inside 
our church buildings,” saidDebbie Shaw, 
who heads the organization’s commu¬ 


nity ministries programs. “We need to 
go to where they are.” Common Ground 
is open to anyone and about 90 percent 
of the regular attendees are homeless. 

If you wear a blanket, or nod off, or 
don’t smell so great, it’s not a pro blem. 
The church is for anyone and everyone 
who needs the Lord. The Church of the 
Common Ground convenes in Wood¬ 
ruff Park every Sunday at 1p.m. (Janu- 
ary-February it moves to the ministries 
storefront at: 170 Trinity Ave S.W.) 

“What the church needs is a 
church without walls,” said Holly 
Book. “It’s important for this church 
to say, we’ll come to you, instead of 
the typical model of you come to us,” 
she said. “There are practical needs to 
be addressed - somebody needs a coat, 
a sandwich but... that is not its primary 


purpose. It is about being with people 
and meeting their spiritual needs.” 

“You don’t have to go to a church 
with a steeple on it to find it. You 
can go to the park. Jesus was an ad¬ 
vocate of breaking down traditions, 
and it is working today in Atlanta!” 

Rev. Bob Book was ordained as an 
Episcopal priest in October at a ceremo¬ 
ny at the park. “People will say to me, 
some day pastor, you will be blessed 
with a church,” Book said. “And I say, 
we already have a church. It just doesn’t 
have walls. And I don’t want walls. Once 
you erect walls you start keeping people 
out, either by accident or intention¬ 
ally. I want to be visible to everyone.” 


Lenette Evans, 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
Email: 

Savingsoulsl@ 
yahoo.com 
269-876-1848 
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LOUISIANA GROWER 
SUED FOR FORCED LABOR 



Damien Ramos conducting a citizen’s arrest of Bimbo Relan on charges of 
labor trafficking and forced labor. 
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The following is excerpted from 
email messages sent by Saket from 
the New Orleans Workers Center. 

Members of the New Orleans Work¬ 
ers’ Center for Racial Justice sued a 
major Louisiana grower in December 
2008, on charges of trafficking and 
forced labor. When we met these work¬ 
ers from Mexico, they were being held 
in involuntary servitude by “Bimbo” 
Relan, a Louisiana grower who had 
confiscated their passports so they could 
not escape. They were doing back¬ 
breaking work in the strawberry fields 
of Amite, Louisiana in slave-like condi¬ 
tions. They were extraordinary in their 
resilience and their humility, meeting 
with us, expressing anger, anguish, and 
fear, analyzing their options, and ulti¬ 
mately deciding they wanted to escape. 

Workers described their conditions, 
learned about the 13th Amendment 
(“neither slavery nor involuntary ser¬ 
vitude...”) and learned about the legacy 
of Southern organizing that gave us the 
laws we have today to defend work¬ 
ers from slavery. Later, our friends Ted 
Quant, Damien Ramos, and Gerald 
Lenoir came into meetings — late at 
night, in secrecy, and together work¬ 
ers and organizers and their support¬ 
ers built a plan for their escape, and 
for bringing Bimbo Relan to justice. 

Then, on Valentine’s Day, the work¬ 
ers staged a dramatic escape from Bim¬ 


bo’s strawberry fields with the support 
of their allies. Ted, Gerald and Damien 
conducted a citizen’s arrest of Bimbo 
Relan on charges of forced labor. The 
showdown with cigar-chomping trig¬ 
ger-happy Bimbo Relan went on all day, 
with Bimbo first refusing to give back 
the passports, then climbing into his 
truck and returning, passports in hand, 
and spitting them out of his window. 

After we got the passports back we 
walked to the police station to file a 
complaint. Workers returned to their 
trailers finding handwritten eviction 
notices scrawled by Bimbo. Bimbo 
stormed into the trailers later that night, 
still chewing at the same cigar, to try 
to illegally evict the workers. But 
we won — Bimbo was thwarted by 
the police. Day’s later workers trig¬ 
gered an FBI investigation into Bimbo. 

The lawsuit filed in December is a 
huge step forward in the fight to eradicate 
trafficking, involuntary servitude and se¬ 
vere labor exploitation of guest workers 
across the South. And the workers’ fight 
is an important message to a new ad¬ 
ministration about the realities of guest 
worker programs and the need for new 
priorities: law enforcement needs to fo¬ 
cus of the crimes of employers like Relan. 

The Bimbo workers and many oth¬ 
ers will be involved in the coming 
year in a major bi-national organiz¬ 
ing effort that builds towards a vision 
of change and power that spans the 


continents that workers come from. 

We should all take a moment to re¬ 
member the incredible courage of the 
Bimbo workers and the indelible sight 
that February morning — of a straw¬ 
berry field with workers hunched over, 
and then, as if on cue, all work com¬ 


ing to a stop, and workers walking out 
towards the gate, holding up signs that 
said “Dignity” and “Dignidad” — es¬ 
caping from slavery in Bimbo’s fields. 

We are so fortunate — to 
meet workers like these, and to 
have the opportunity to organize! 


Invite Speakers From the Book, 

Teatro Chicana: A Collective Memoir and Selected Plays 
To Your Women’s History Month Celebration 



Front row: Virginia Rodriguez-Balanoff, Yolanda Flores, Laura Garcia, Hilda 
Rodriguez, Felicitas Nunez, Elizabeth Cross. 
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Teatro Chicana: A Collective Memoir and Selected Plays 

By Laura E. Garcia, Sandra M. Gutierrez, and Felicitas Nunez 

The 1970s and 1980s saw the awakening of social awareness and political ac¬ 
tivism in Mexican-American communities. In San Diego, a group of Chicana 
women participated in a political theatre group whose plays addressed social, 
gender, and political issues. In this collective memoir, seventeen women who 
were a part of Teatro de las Chicanas come together to share why they joined 
the theatre and how it transformed their lives. Teatro Chicana tells the story 
of this troupe through chapters featuring the history and present-day story 
of each of the main actors and writers, as well as excerpts from the group’s 
materials and seven of their original short scripts. 


SPEAKERS FOR A NEW AMERICA 

Women’s History Month, 2009 


Women’s History Month, 2009 
gives us a chance to focus our 
movement on the ideal that lib¬ 
erating women, especially those 
falling to the bottom of society, is 
really about liberating all of hu¬ 
manity! For a full listing of all our 
speakers, email info@speakers- 
foranewamerica.com, visit www. 
speakersforanewamerica.com or 
call 800-691-6888 

Our speakers bring a message of hope 
and the possibility of creating a new society 
whose wealth benefits all. 


SPEAKERS 

fora 

NEW AMERICA 
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VOICES FROM THE “RUST BELT” 

The once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the Midwest — now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger of the future for 
all of America if people do not act. Here, the struggle to gain power over the corporations holds lessons for everyone. For this 
reason, the People’s Tribune devotes these monthly pages. Send your story to PT, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


Workers Win Victory 
in Chicago Factory Occupation 



Republic Window and Door workers inside the plant. 
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By Sandra Reid 

Supporters, unionists, and journalists 
from around the world chatted excitedly 
in the tiny lobby of Chicago’s Republic 
Door and Window. Inside the factory, 
workers had staged a sit-in, demanding 
vacation pay and compensation after the 
company announced on December 2 that 
the plant would close in three days. The 
company claimed they could not pay be¬ 
cause Bank of America closed down its 
line of credit. As word spread, the pro¬ 
test became a symbol of righteous anger 
for millions of workers against Bank of 
America, the corporate bailouts and the 
wave of layoffs sweeping the country. 
Solidarity protests took place in cities 
across the U.S. and in various countries 
throughout the world. 

“When we came to pick up our check 
on Friday, everybody stayed together and 
agreed that we would stay inside,” said 
Ricardo Caceres, a spokesperson for the 
workers. “There were shouts of 4 Si, se 
puede!’ (‘Yes, we can!’) The company 
was violating the law. If the company 
would not pay money for vacation time 
and compensation, we would stay. They 
are supposed to give us 60 days notice, 
but they only gave us three days.” 

The six day protest ended after two 
banks agreed to release funds to the 
company. Workers won their sever¬ 


ance and vacation pay and received two 
months health coverage. “People from 
around the world are calling,” said Cac¬ 
eres. “Today people sent flowers from 
Alaska. It is exciting. My family in Cal¬ 
ifornia and from Honduras called me. 
They said they saw me in the news. We 
have a lot of support. People say we are 
heroes. They say, ‘you changed every¬ 
thing here in Chicago and in the United 
States.’ I say to people, you changed it. 


You helped us. You supported us. So 
you are supporting yourself!” 

Some of Republic’s employees 
had worked at the plant for over 30 
years. Some earned an annual salary of 
$40,000 or more, had set up retirement 
funds and purchased modest homes. 
The work force was mostly Latino. All 
were stunned when they learned that the 
plant was closing. “The company called 
every employee into the cafeteria to tell 


us the bad news,” said Caceres. “They 
said, ‘on Friday you need to pick up a 
final check.’ Then we were told that the 
company would not pay vacation and 
benefits or compensation. We asked 
why. The answer was not clear. They 
didn’t say the company had no money.” 
Federal law requires that employees be 
given 60 days notice or that amount of 
severance when plants close. 

Union organizers argued that Bank 
of America had received billions of tax¬ 
payer dollars in the recent federal bail¬ 
out, and those funds were supposed to 
free up credit for companies. In addi¬ 
tion, and unbeknownst to the workers, 
the company had been planning to shut 
down the plant since June, providing 
ample time to gather together the need¬ 
ed funds. The union had become suspi¬ 
cious about the company’s plans after 
discovering that equipment was miss¬ 
ing from the plant. The equipment was 
traced to a local rail yard. The owners 
had bought a window and door manu¬ 
facturing plant in Iowa. (According to 
published reports, the 102 employees at 
the Iowa plant are all non-union.) 

This fight, which took place in an en¬ 
vironment of economic, social and po¬ 
litical crisis, demonstrates what workers 
can accomplish today through organi¬ 
zation and struggle. It sets the basis for 
education about long-term solutions. 



SPEAKERS FOR A NEW AMERICA 


African American History Month, February 2009! 


Millions of Americans voted for change. Now is the time to 
strengthen our unity. All kinds of Americans are hurting. If we 
unite around our common needs, we can truly change America, 
but this cannot be done without a knowledge of history. Celebrate 


African American History Month because African American 
History is American history. 

Below are a few of our outstanding speakers. For a full listing, visit 
our website at www.speakersforanewamerica.com 


Ethel Long-Scott 

Director, Women’s Economic 
Agenda Project 


General Baker 

Internationally kn own 
Labor Leader 


Maureen D. Taylor 

State Chair, Michigan Welfare 
Rights Union 


Shamako Noble 

Hip Hop Artist 
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FIGHTING FOR 

A WATER AFFORDABILITY PLAN! 


By Sandra Reid 


DETROIT — “For a decade, the Detroit 
community has been fighting to prevent 
the privatization of the city’s water,” 
says Ann Rail of the Michigan Welfare 
Rights Organization. “It’s hard to deter¬ 
mine how many families are without wa¬ 
ter. The Water Department is unwilling 
to respond to requests for information. 
The number that gets thrown around 
is around 40,000 residential shut offs 
for failure to pay in 2005. In August of 
2008, there were about 499,” says Rail. 

Nonetheless, the privatization of De¬ 
troit’s water is moving ahead. “The City 
of Detroit is selling its water to Coke 
and Pepsi. In Highland Park, Michi¬ 
gan, Coke built a bottling plant and is 
angling to take over their water system. 
In addition, a huge private contract was 
given for installation of wireless wa¬ 
ter meters. Some residents have com¬ 
plained that they are required to spend 
their own money to make their plumb¬ 
ing compatible. Whole blocks of homes 
had their water shut off when one resi¬ 
dent was unwilling or unable to cooper¬ 
ate with the installation of the meters,” 
says Rail. The city also awarded a pri¬ 


vate contract to handle the city’s sewage 
for close to $47 million. (The contract is 
under federal investigation concerning 
the alleged bribery of public officials.) 

As a result of community pressure, 
in April, 2006, the Detroit City Coun¬ 
cil approved a Water Affordability Plan 
for families to keep their water on. But 
the process has been a classic example 
of “pseudo-democracy,” says Ann Rail. 
“The administration simply refused to 
implement it. They created and imple¬ 
mented their own program, which was 
inadequate.” Rail says the commu¬ 
nity wants the original Water Afford¬ 
ability Plan implemented. “Since the 
City Council doesn’t have the political 
wherewithal to make the administra¬ 
tion do what it voted to be done, we 
decided to take it to the people and get 
a vote that would require that the city 
implement this. We are trying to put two 
initiatives on the ballot in the general 
election in November, 2009,” she said. 

Rail said they recently learned that 
a part of the City Charter says no bal¬ 
lot initiative put forward by the people 
can have a bearing on the appropriation 
of funds. “By some people’s interpreta¬ 
tion, the Water Affordability Plan would 


require that a certain amount of funds go 
to people who can’t afford to pay their 
water bill. So you can have a plan but 
can’t talk about how the money can be 
spent!” Rail said the group might try 
to put together a petition calling for an 
amendment of the City Charter. “This is 
a more difficult process. But people are 
excited about the prospect of taking on 
an actual amendment of the City Charter. 
It has an attractive possibility of build¬ 
ing into something larger,” she said. 

A dedicated group is leading this fight 
and there is a lot of community support, 
says Rail. “But, people tend to get pulled 
in many directions because all Hell con¬ 
tinues to break out in Detroit. On one 
night alone, there was a crucial meet¬ 
ing about a reporter who faces 10 years 
in prison for doing her job investigat¬ 
ing the deaths of motorcyclists, taking 
photos and asking questions. Then there 
was a major school board meeting with 
the state wanting to appoint a financial 
manager for our School Board. People 
are continuing to lose their homes, and 
there are cuts in heat and electricity.” 

Rail said their next step would in¬ 
volve a huge effort. “We need about 
7,000 signatures and the number of sig- 



Water protest in Highland Park, 
Michigan. 

PHOTO /MICHIGAN WELFARE 
RIGHTS ORGANIZATION 

natures required for an amendment of 
the City Charter is over 30,000. We are 
starting a public education campaign to 
get more people involved and to start col¬ 
lecting signatures. Once it starts we will 
only have 90 days to collect signatures.” 


Yours, Mine, Ours, or Theirs? 

Accessing and Controlling Oil and Water 

Are oil and water resources to be stewarded and shared, or commodities to be bought and sold? 

Does any person or country or community own oil and water resources? How do the concepts of 
ownership and stewardship impact inequality in access to oil and water? What questions are raised 
by the privatization of resources? In Yours, Mine, Ours, or Theirs?, we’ll explore ownership and 
stewardship of oil and water globally and locally through the story of Venezuela’s oil industry and 
through the documentary, The Water Front, which examines water privatization as 
experienced by the African-American community of Highland Park, Michigan. 

Presenters: 

Elizabeth Miller, Director, The Water Front 

Marian Kramer, National Co-Chair, Michigan Welfare Rights Organization 
Maureen D. Taylor, State Chair, Michigan Welfare Rights Organization 

Fernando Coronil, Ph.D, Presidential Professor, Department of Anthropology, City University of New York 




Sabina L. Shaikh, Ph.D, Lecturer, Public Policy and Program on Global Environment, University of Chicago Senior 

Research Economist, RCF Economic Consulting (moderator) 


FROM SEPTEMBER 2008 THROUGH MARCH 2009 
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yptUnti Prti«M> 9 fn* SoIM. h/Wa $yr«cuMi Atetr* H» Plnw.nl Dm Mom lurtW 

Boston OscoooJ>-~r°T^r ' Barton Hvbo' nrt.Mr. vort. Ot* MnnupoU. Hodeon 

cm Oul^JariOa. CloWanaMBw^jfolon lV»i»w 9 lcn DC. onj ms"i non crt<i .1 mwd the Great 
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Date: Tuesday January 27, 2009 
Time: 6:00-8:00 P.M. 

Venue: Loyola University Kasbeer Hall, Chicago 
25 E. Pearson St., 15th Floor 
Co-Sponsors — Center for the Study of Race, 
Politics and Culture at the 
University of Chicago, 

Loyola University Museum of Art 
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LA COMMUNITY OPPOSES 
SO-CALLED “SAFER CITIES” INITIATIVE 



Main Street March. LA CAN, Los Angeles. 


By General Dogon of LA CAN 

OnNovember 18,2008, residents and 
workers of skid row, along with support¬ 
ers from throughout Los Angeles testi¬ 
fied to the Police Commission against 
the City’s so-called “Safer Cities Initia¬ 
tive.” The hearing marked a victory for 
LA CAN who fought for Police Com¬ 
mission review since the City launched 
SCI two years ago to “clean up” skid row. 

The LAPD division covering the skid 
row community had the second lowest 
crime rate in the City before SCI added 
50 to 100 extra police officers to the 50- 
block area. Aggressively trying to drive 
out long time community residents to 
make way for gentrification, the first 
day of SCI, police raided a homeless 
tent encampment on 6th Street. Peo¬ 
ple, including senior citizens and dis¬ 
abled in wheel chairs, were thrown up 
against the wall, searched, and walked 
in handcuffs to jail. From September 
25th, 2006 through March 9th, 2007, 
the police removed 2,785 encampments. 

Over the two years of SCI, police 
have beaten men and women, includ¬ 
ing a ninety-pound woman beaten by 
four officers, and a man was shot af¬ 
ter following orders to get off his bi¬ 
cycle. Within one year, LAPD wrote 
13,000 tickets and made 9,000 arrests, 
totally criminalizing skid row resi¬ 


dents for being poor and on the street. 

At the hearing, sides were clear¬ 
ly drawn. Organizations represent¬ 
ing the community, the ACLU, a 
civil rights attorney, a UCLA law 
professor, the Skid Row Housing 
Trust, Public Counsel, and numerous 
community members opposed SCI. 

Councilmember Jan Perry, Mayor 
Villaraigosa’s office, the Central City 
Association, the Central City East As¬ 
sociation, developer Tom Gilmore, 
Midnight Mission, and Union Rescue 
Mission supported SCI. Supporters 
clearly represented the downtown de¬ 
velopers and those who are primar¬ 
ily funded by the business community. 
Tom Gilmore stated repeatedly that 
“my community” (the SCI area) would 
crumble without the extra police. There 
is a clear battle between rich and poor. 

The ACLU testified to the high in¬ 
cidence of racial profiling by LAPD 
and that SCI can’t claim success, 
when no one knows where the former 
residents have gone. A civil rights at¬ 
torney exposed how the City has in¬ 
tentionally shortened crossing lights 
so that elderly and disabled people are 
unable to cross the street before the 
lights turn yellow or red and as a re¬ 
sult, thousands of tickets have been is¬ 
sued to people who cannot pay the fines. 

A1 Sabo, Skid Row resident and LA 


CANmember, 
read a list of 
demands that 
called for a 
Citizen’s Re¬ 
view Board to 
oversee police 
misconduct 
complaints, to 
immediately 
stop writing 
tickets and re¬ 
duce the level 
of ticketing to 
match the rest 
of the City, 
and to put an 
immediate 
end to SCI. 


ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 

When the Police Commission left 
without responding, the community 
felt disrespected by the abrupt end¬ 
ing. Since the purpose of the hearing 
was to evaluate SCI and give direction 
to LAPD, LA CAN and others in the 
community have vowed to keep pres¬ 
sure on the Commission to place SCI 
on the agenda for a public response 
to the hearing. We refuse to sit back 
and wait quietly while our community 


PHOTO /CYNTHIA CUZA 

is being terrorized and under siege. 

We are the ones who are getting 
beat over the head so we need to be 
the ones who are standing up on the 
front line fighting for our rights. Join 
our SCI/civil rights committee which 
meets every Monday at LA CAN at 1 
pm, and come to our Residential Or¬ 
ganizing Meetings every 1st and 3rd 
Fridays at 6 pm at LA CAN. Whatev¬ 
er you decide — get involved! Doing 
nothing is the worst thing you can do. 


San Francisco Housing Struggle 
Exposes Government 


By Yolanda Catzalco 

SAN FRANCISCO—Amidst the 
horrendous conditions of SROs rent 
costs (Single Room Occupancy—small 
rooms suitable for one person with one 
bathroom for hotel residents in the hall¬ 
ways), where families have to pay $ 1,400 
for one SRO, the Eastern Neighbor¬ 
hood Plan (ENP) was approved by the 
Board of Supervisors on November 18. 

When the Plan was approved by 
Supervisors, many hailed it as a vic¬ 
tory over the developers who have been 
buying out the Mission in gentrification 
evictions where above-market rate hous¬ 
ing prices determines who lives where. 
An example in Mission is the looming 
eviction of an apartment complex where 
predominantly Latino residents live. 
It was purchased by City Apartments. 
On the other hand, in the same area 
there is an approved proposal to build 
91 units of low-income housing which 
is on halt because of lack of funds. 

As low-income housing diminishes 
in San Francisco, approval of the Plan 
seemed great since in the Mission, it 


would mean 30 percent of housing con¬ 
struction would be for low-income peo¬ 
ple. However,becauseofrecentelections, 
the Plan was voted on too soon. Mission 
Antidisplacement Coalition was trying 
for ENP to be voted on after the new 
Board of Supervisors took office, since 
they are more aware of the reality that 
compared to rest of nation, housing costs 
in San Francisco have not gone down. 

Instead of waiting, the previous Su¬ 
pervisors, before moving on to higher 
government offices, voted for ENP: 
(1) in order to make their resumes look 
good, and (2) at a detriment to residents 
because PROP B, the proposition that 
would have allocated 2 percent of every 
$100 of EXISTING property tax fees 
for low-income housing, was narrowly 
defeated—52 percent no, 48 percent yes. 

Besides no funding for low-income 
housing, two other questions arise: (1) 
what will be the fate of residents living 
near or above the “industrial” sites where 
above-market rate housing will be built, 
and (2) what will happen to those “indus¬ 
trial” (retail, restaurant, office) jobs— 
where will those workers find a similar 


job to pay the rent? New jobs are to be 
digital/computer based. Many immi¬ 
grants and elderly are computer illiterate! 

In the Mission, the translation is: less 
jobs, less affordable goods, and more ex¬ 
pensive housing. Development of expen¬ 
sive housing is already occurring in that 
part of town where empty apartments sit 
while undocumented immigrants per¬ 
ish on the streets; or sleep who knows 
where in cold temperatures. Shelters 
are no longer as accessible to undocu¬ 
mented and documented immigrants 
because of “Care not Cash” which allo¬ 
cates shelter beds to people on General 
Assistance while denying them to immi¬ 
grants and elderly people on disability. 

It is no coincidence the projects in 
Potrero Hill, Visitation Valley (Sun- 
nydale) and Western Addition are be¬ 
ing “renovated” and tenants are being 
channeled to other areas where there 
is antagonism. Add forced relocation 
of Mission, lower Potrero Hill, SoMa, 
and Central waterfront, and it ap¬ 
pears like “renovation.” Underneath 
that facade is the possible exodus of 
long-time residents to areas outside of 


the city where political organization 
on the part of San Francisco work¬ 
ing class residents will be put on halt. 

Again, no income should not trans¬ 
late to no rent. Do not deny housing to 
any resident because of immigration 
status, employment/benefits status, race, 
color, language, sexual orientation, gen¬ 
der, age, disability, or religious or non¬ 
religious beliefs. Divert money from the 
military budget in Iraq and Afghanistan 
for housing for all, regardless of im¬ 
migration status and lack of income. 

Hail a national housing demand 
to government so that people can see 
through capitalist government and un¬ 
derstand that under capitalism there 
will always be homelessness and un¬ 
employment lines. Only a government 
of the people, for the people, by the 
people—a truly democratic govern¬ 
ment from below—will provide hous¬ 
ing for all regardless of income or im¬ 
migration status: No income should 
not translate to no rent. Housing for 
all regardless of immigration status. 
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FORECLOSURE CRISIS ROCKS AMERICA 


By Sandy Perry 

Some 175 clergy and community 
leaders from around the country held 
a prayer service in front of the U.S. 
Treasury building in Washington, D.C., 
on the cold morning of November 18. 
Organized by PICO National Net¬ 
work, they called on Treasury Secretary 
Henry Paulson to resolve the foreclo¬ 
sure crisis by using his bailout powers 
to require banks to modify loans and 
make mortgage payments affordable. 

“As faith leaders we have watched 
anxiously as a rising number of families 
in our communities lose their homes 
to foreclosure,” they said in a letter to 
Paulson, signed by over 500 clergy na¬ 
tionwide. “Streets are lined with foreclo¬ 
sure signs - symbols of the uncertainty, 
fear, and despair in our communities. 
Many of our families have helped fami¬ 
lies in need, hosting workshops on 
foreclosure; connecting families to 
housing and credit counseling; provid¬ 
ing assistance to prevent people from 
becoming homeless; even accompany¬ 
ing individuals to meetings with their 


banks. This direct service to families 
is important, but not enough. With six 
million families at-risk of losing their 
homes, lenders and the federal govern¬ 
ment need new policies that system¬ 
atically stop preventable foreclosures.” 

The foreclosure crisis has trans¬ 
formed the face of the movement for 
housing and against homelessness in 
America. Housing is no longer seen as 
an issue mainly just for the historically 
poor and marginalized. It is suddenly im¬ 
pacting millions of people who always 
thought of themselves as mainstream 
and middle class. Latest reports indicate 
that 18 percent of all the mortgages in 
America, or 7.63 million properties, are 
now “underwater”, i.e. the balance on 
their loan is larger than the price of their 
home. Those numbers could double as 
the housing bubble continues to deflate. 

Foreclosures impact not only ho¬ 
meowners, but tenants as well, as they 
make up an estimated 40 percent of 
the families displaced. A recent widely 
circulated AP report blamed the fore¬ 
closure crisis for growing homeless 
tent cities in places like Reno, Se¬ 


attle, Fresno, and Athens, Georgia. 

Not only have foreclosures broad¬ 
ened the movement, but they are at the 
very heart of the national debate around 
the Wall Street financial collapse and 
how to fix it. As currently designed, the 
government bailouts will fail, no matter 
how many trillions of dollars they give to 
the banks. Banks will not resume lend¬ 
ing as long as people do not have the 
money to pay them back - and people are 
having less and less money every day. 

The only way out is to put money 
directly back into the hands of people 
who need it. In the housing sector, this 
means modifying homeowner loans 
and constructing public and non-profit 
housing. It means massive expansion 
of government and other forms of so¬ 
cial ownership of housing. The crash 
was a systemic failure and requires a 
systemic solution. Increasing govern¬ 
ment ownership will begin to provide 
housing as a human right, rather than 
a commodity for private speculation. 

There is no way to bring about 
these reforms without a power shift, 
and building the social movement nec¬ 


essary to make it happen. In the spirit 
of broadening and uniting the hous¬ 
ing movement, to encompass the rap¬ 
idly increasing numbers of recently 
dispossessed, it is time to call for: 

1) Full nationalization of the mort¬ 
gage industry, a one-year morato¬ 
rium on foreclosures, and modifica¬ 
tion of all home loans so payments 
are no more than 30 percent of a 
family’s income, including reduc¬ 
ing interest and principal as necessary. 

2) Full funding and expansion of 
public housing and of the National Af¬ 
fordable Housing Trust Fund in any in¬ 
frastructure stimulus plan, until the short¬ 
age of extremely low-income housing in 
America is abolished once and for all. 

3) Rapid expansion of the Section 8 
voucher program to meet the short-term 
need to end homelessness while per¬ 
manent housing is under construction. 


Environmental Racism in West Fresno 



Environmental Racism Lives in the All American City — Fresno. This sign was 
held at the Press Conference demanding that the City of Fresno not allow 
Cottonwood Creek LLC to re-open. 
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By Mike Rhodes 

Is it environmental racism, bad plan¬ 
ning, or a crude attempt at a new form 
of apartheid that keeps the residents 
of West Fresno separate and unequal 
from the rest of the community? The 
railroad tracks, a freeway, and totally 
different zoning rules combine to sepa¬ 
rate this African American and Latino 
community in Fresno, just as surely 
as if there was a 20 foot high con¬ 
crete wall cutting them off from clean 
air, economic development, and jobs. 

Robert Mitchell, a West Fresno resi¬ 
dent, says his community has become a 
magnet for environmentally dangerous 
operations that would never be allowed 
in other parts of the city. Standing next 
to Cottonwood Creek LLC, a processing 
plant of dairy waste products, Mitch¬ 
ell said, “if you think the smell is bad 
now, you ought to come back when the 
plant is in full operation and it is 100 
degrees outside.” Mitchell and a group 
of West Side residents were in front of 
the Cottonwood plant, holding a press 
conference two days before a meet¬ 
ing before the Planning Commission 
which would decide the plant’s future. 

Mitchell said that a bus drops off 
school age children less than 100 yards 
down the street from Cottonwood. Right 
around the corner from Cottonwood is 
Darling International, an animal render¬ 
ing plant and nearby is Hyde Park, which 
was originally a dump. Nearby are resi¬ 
dential neighborhoods that are constant¬ 
ly affected by the odor from the animal 


rendering plant and Cottonwood. The 
children in the area play at Hyde Park. 

Mitchell continues, “at West and 
Jensen we have another dump that has 
been covered over. You drive another 
mile and a half from here and you have 
another rendering plant at North and 
Martin Luther King. There is a recycling 
center on Elm just south of Jensen. They 
are proposing to make that a household 
hazardous waste facility for the entire 
County of Fresno, bringing that (the 
hazardous waste) into West Fresno.” 

Asked why he thought the City of 
Fresno has allowed these types of busi¬ 
nesses to proliferate in West Fresno, 
Mitchell said “for far too long it has 
been 'anything goes’ for what has been 
allowed to operate in the West Fresno 
community. As you know, the West 
Fresno Community is identified by the 
Brookings Institute as one of the most 
impoverished places in the state of Cali¬ 
fornia. We have not had the assistance 
and the help of the City of Fresno in 
resolving it because it provides a lucra¬ 
tive tax base to the city, the operation 
of the whey water plant (Cottonwood) 
is on city property, it is being leased by 
the city, so again it is about money and 
we in the community suffer. It is about 
political power and we are trying to get 
our community to become aware, to be¬ 
come educated, and to begin to stand 
and fight for its rights, its human rights.” 

Recently the City of Fresno tried to 
take over the Frank Ball community cen¬ 
ter in West Fresno and turn it into a Police 
Activities League facility. The neighbors 


who live near Frank Ball organized and 
came together and demanded that the 
community center remain under their 
control. They also got the city to provide 
needed repairs, upgrades, and a com¬ 
puter center for an after school program. 

On December 17 the Planning Com¬ 
mission listened to four hours of testi¬ 


mony about Cottonwood Creek LLC. 
They agreed with the residents and vot¬ 
ed to keep the factory closed. Now, if the 
West Fresno community could get Dar¬ 
ling International to move, they could 
catch a breath of fresh air, just like ev¬ 
eryone in North Fresno takes for granted. 
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DEFEND DIANE BUKOWSKI 
AND FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 


Michigan Citizen reporter Diane Bu- 
kowski faces 10 years in prison on five 
felony counts of assaulting, battering, 
wounding, resisting or obstructing five 
Michigan State Troopers. SHE IS NOT 
GUILTY. She was simply doing her job 
investigating the deaths of motorcy¬ 
clist James Willingham and pedestrian 
Jeffrey Frazier on Detroit’s east side, 
taking photos and asking questions. 

Willingham was returning from the 
polls on Election Day, Nov. 4. Troopers 
John Hetfield and James Wojton claimed 
Willingham was speeding and gave 
chase. They deny eyewitness reports that 
they rammed him, causing both deaths. 
Witnesses say troopers took no photos 
or measurements at the scene. A fire 
engine hosed down the street, remov¬ 
ing evidence including “blood spatter” 
and “gasoline spill” according to State 
Police reports. Hetfield and Wojton took 
statements from witnesses themselves. 


Parts of Willingham’s body were 
found the next day in a nearby park¬ 
ing lot, indicating the lack of investiga¬ 
tion. Detroit police were at the scene 
but are not investigating the deaths of 
these Detroiters. Willingham was a fa¬ 
ther of ten. Frazier, who was autistic, 
was a beloved figure in his commu¬ 
nity. Wayne Co. Prosecutor Kym Wor¬ 
thy’s representative told their families 
they are investigating, with no results 
yet. Instead, they are prosecuting Bu- 
kowski, who has covered police brutal¬ 
ity cases for nine years, including Wor¬ 
thy’s failure to prosecute killer cops. 

COMMITTEE TO DEFEND 

DIANE BUKOWSKI 

AND FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 


For more info, call 313-205-6718 or Diane Bukowski in court with her lawyers. 

Atty. Reed at 248-855-6330; email 

diane_bukowski@hotmail.com PHOTO /DAYMON J. HARTLEY 



European revolts, 

U.S. Plant Takeover Are Signs of The Times 


By Robert Birt 


I heard about the Greek-inspired 
protests in Europe while listening to 
Democracy Now on WE A A (Morgan 
State U’s radio) while driving to work. 
It made me think about our own situa¬ 
tion, especially in light of the recent sit- 
down strikes by Chicago workers who 
took over a factory from their bosses. 
It is hard to say when, where, how and 
by what catalyst a new revolutionary 
wave will break out. But it seems that 
we’re entering a new era of revolution. 

Perhaps among the millions of exu¬ 
berant people whose buoyant hopes 
seemed to be symbolized by the Obama 
victory, popular energies may take a 
revolutionary turn. I don’t think the 


administration of Barack Obama can 
solve the economic crisis. Even if 
Obama’s more “liberal” policies (like 
his idea of a national works program 
which sounds like a replay of FDR) are 
adopted, they may end up only intensi¬ 
fying discontent—maybe even raising 
hopes which then turn to angry revolt 
when those hopes are disappointed. 

Revolutions, whatever their ul¬ 
timate objective material bases, are 
often provoked in their immediacy 
by hopes aroused by reform lead¬ 
ers—including “reform politicians” 
who promise change, but who are 
either unable to achieve progres¬ 
sive changes, or whose limited re¬ 
forms prove unequal to satisfying the 
needs and aspirations of the masses. 


The socioeconomic crises which 
underlie the Greek-inspired revolts 
spreading in Europe, are also the un¬ 
derlying force which provoked Chicago 
workers in their recent takeover of a 
plant when they learned they were be¬ 
ing laid off on merely three days notice, 
and then without the severance pay and 
benefits legally due them. We may see 
many more such militant takeovers of 
plants by workers, and for longer pe¬ 
riods as the economic crisis continues. 
Imagine scores—perhaps hundreds— 
of plants, companies and factories 
taken over by dispossessed working 
people. Imagine millions of working 
people participating in such actions. 

We certainly need to bring a mea¬ 
sure of political and philosophical en¬ 


lightenment to these struggles. For 
we would be really trying to enlighten 
people as to the meaning of the ac¬ 
tions and struggles in which they are 
already involved. We would be try¬ 
ing to bring revolutionary philosophi¬ 
cal enlightenment to a revolutionary 
practical struggle that already exists. 

It is not surprising that Europe, with 
its older and more widespread revolu¬ 
tionary socialist traditions, gives rise 
to these insurgencies before our own 
arise in America. Yet, I think ours are 
not too far behind; and it may even 
exceed in revolutionary boldness and 
scope the more mature popular revo¬ 
lutionary insurgencies that are spread¬ 
ing on the other side of the Atlantic. 


THIS IS YOUR PAPER — 

YOUR HELP IS URGENTLY NEEDED! 


From the Editors 


The People’s Tribune tells the truth 
about how the rule of the corporations in 
America is destroying the country. The 
People’s Tribune strives to be a voice of 
the movement to end poverty and oppres¬ 
sion, and to offer a perspective on who 
and what the real enemy is and a vision 
of the society we could have if the peo¬ 


ple ran it. We need the financial help of 
our readers to continue being that voice. 

In the next few months, the paper 
needs to begin raising an additional 
$1,000 per month to continue publish¬ 
ing in its current form and to pursue 
plans to expand to reach a broader au¬ 
dience. This shortfall is happening at a 
time when the People’s Tribune has nev¬ 
er been more necessary to the struggle. 


More and more fighters are taking the 
paper up as their own, writing for it and 
circulating it. They are using it to win 
the battle of ideas. If we can unite the 
people around a vision of a better world 
and a strategy to achieve it, we can 
make history. But the paper cannot con¬ 
tinue and move forward without money. 

We are asking our readers to donate 
whatever they can, solicit donations from 


people to whom they give the paper, and 
hold house meetings, public forums and 
other public events as fundraisers for 
the People’s Tribune. Members of the 
editorial board are available to speak 
at public meetings. E-mail info@peo- 
plestribune.org or call 800-691-6888. 
Send donations to People’s Tribune, 
PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 
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Detroit Mayoral Elections: 

A COSMETIC CHANGE OR SUBSTANCE? 



Protestors from Moratorium Now! Coalition to Stop Foreclosures and Evic¬ 
tions in Detroit. 

PHOTO /DAYMON J. HARTLEY 


By John Williams 

Barack Obama has accomplished 
one of the greatest feats in the nation’s 
history by being elected President and 
being of African American origin. His 
main theme was CHANGE. 

As we near the important Detroit’s 
mayor’s race, change is most assuredly 
needed. We are presented with some 
name individuals minus substance or 
concrete programs regarding the city’s 
problems. A Metro Time’s writer called 
attention to this in the November issue 
in the article entitled “Take Charge”. 

The City of Detroit is in a dilemma 
with corporations and Wall Street de¬ 
manding more profits via privatization, 
deregulation, more tax breaks and now 
bailouts. In addition, more plant and 
business closures will send thousands to 
the unemployed lines. Health insurance 
and pensions will be eliminated in many 
instances. 

The U.S. Census Bureau lists De¬ 
troit as the poorest big city in the nation. 
Poverty levels have risen from 23% in 
2002 to near 40% in 2007 with 47.8% 
of Detroit’s children living in poverty. 
The unemployment ranges from 15% 


to 20% depending on the age of the 
workers. Homelessness is rising as food 
pantries reveal the escalation of hunger. 
Detroit’s schools are facing receivership 
and African American males have the 
highest dropout rates in the nation. 

The demand by corporations to se¬ 
cure profits is contrary to the inter¬ 
est of the working citizens of Detroit. 
We should be aware that corporations 
have received millions of dollars in tax 
breaks through the Michigan Economic 
Growth Authority (MEGA) for the pur¬ 
pose of providing jobs. Instead, we are 
witnessing plant closings and perma¬ 
nent layoffs. 

Where will the Mayor stand on this 
dilemma? It is of utmost importance to 
find out where they stand on some of the 
following key issues: 

1. Will he/she support single payer 
universal health care to guarantee ac¬ 
cess to health care for all? 

la. What specifically would you do 
to support its enactment? 

2. What is your stance on national¬ 
ization of public schools in order to ob¬ 
tain the necessary resources? 

3. Concrete programs for the elimi¬ 
nation of poverty and homelessness. 


3a. What specific steps will you take 
to stop foreclosures, evictions, water 
and utilities shut offs. 

4. Having corporations pay back 
and account for not providing jobs while 
receiving tax breaks. 

5. Prevention of illegal acts by Im 
migration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) 


6. What are your specific programs 
for our youth? 

It is our concern that the working 
class citizens of the city, employed and 
unemployed, embrace President elect 
Obama’s vision of change. Let’s begin 
by going beyond a name and get to the 
substance. 


Automakers’ Legacy Profits 
Outweigh Legacy Costs 


By Greg Shotwell 

After the first bailout was voted 
down, President Bush warned that if we 
didn’t hand over $700 Billion, the House 
of Cards would fall and all the King’s 
Cronies couldn’t put it back together 
again. Since all the Cronies on Capital 
Hill had a face card in the deck, the pyr¬ 
amid scheme was reinforced with unc¬ 
tuous indignation and promissory notes. 

But on the day the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reported that we lost 533,000 
jobs, President Bush shrugged and essen¬ 
tially said... What’s a few million more? 

With poker face in place, Bush told 
the TV machine, “I’m concerned about 
investing taxpayers’ money in compa¬ 
nies that might not survive.” Which may 
lead the common citizen to wonder . . . 
What’s the difference between Citi Bank, 
AIG, Bear Steams, and a company like 
General Motors? Sweat, products, tom 
ligaments, products, constmctive labor, 


products, herniated discs, products, 
practical skills, products, carpal tunnel 
and, did I mention, “products” as op¬ 
posed to unsecured securities, uninsured 
insurance, and debt financed with debt? 

I think management is organization¬ 
ally impaired, logic deficient, struc¬ 
turally unsound, impractical, and 
dedicated to the pursuit of deception. 
General Motors is no exception and 
Congress is like GM without a budget. 

Republicans demonstrated that 
they despise labor in general and orga¬ 
nized labor in particular. They accused 
UAW members of making too much 
money and bargaining successfully for 
health care and pensions. They referred 
to retiree benefits as “entitlements.” 

Their analogies to the transplants 
were deceptive. The main reason the 
transplants aren’t organized is that they 
pay as well or better than UAW con¬ 
tracts. The accusations of undeserved 
legacy costs ignore the other side of the 


ledger: legacy profits. Profits that were 
pocketed by executives, doled out to 
shareholders, and invested overseas at 
the expense of American workers and 
the deferred compensation they earned. 
Legacy profits far outweigh legacy costs. 
From 1994 to 2003, GM made $ 104 bil¬ 
lion in profit not including investments in 
new plants overseas and acquisitions of 
foreign companies like Fiat. How much 
was set aside for retiree health care? 

A portion of legacy profits should 
have been invested in a tmst to insure 
that the burden of retirement benefits 
wouldn’t be shouldered by the next 
generation. But according to the capi¬ 
talist custom of class privilege, shar¬ 
ing profits with workers is derided as 
uncompetitive, while sharing prof¬ 
its with management and investors is 
lauded as a just reward. For the rich, 
money is an incentive, for the poor it’s 
a moral hazard. The diversion of prof¬ 
its to non-working people is the funda¬ 


mental fraud of the free market system. 

When it comes to wages, there is no 
bottom to the bottom line. They won’t be 
satisfied until we are all on our knees and 
begging to work for food. In their eyes 
unequal status under the law doesn’t stop 
with immigrants, all workers should be 
at the whim and mercy of their employ¬ 
ers, all workers should be underclass. 

What good is the right of citizen¬ 
ship, if those rights are revoked as 
soon as you punch the time clock? 
What is the value of the right to vote 
for rich people to represent you, 
if you can’t support your family? 

Their real agenda is to bust unions 
like Reagan did to PATCO, and turn 
collective bargaining into collective 
concession making. Their real agenda 
is to strip the working class of health 
care, steal their pensions, and whip 
them with the threat of termination. 

This article is excerpted from a lon¬ 
ger version. 


LABOR FOR SINGLE-PAYER HEALTHCARE MEETING 

Thirty-nine state AFL-CIO federations, over 100 Central Labor Councils and 400 local unions have endorsed HR-676, John Conyer’s “Expanded and Improved 
Medicare for All” bill, www.johnconyers.com/healthcare/ The first step is to unite the huge reservoir of support for single payer in thousands of local unions and 
labor bodies. To take that step, a number of labor federations and unions are planning a national meeting of labor organizations that support HR 676,’’Medi¬ 
care for All.” Labor for Single-Payer Healthcare Meeting January 10-11,2009, The Crowne-Plaza - Downtown St. Louis www.laborforsinglepayer.org or contact 
Organizing Committee Coordinator Mark Dudzic at 201-314-2653 or email: mdudzic@igc.org 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 

VICTORY! REV. EDWARD PINKNEY RELEASED FROM PRISON PENDING APPEAL 


FROM THE PINKNEY 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE: 

“The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Michigan applauded a Court 
of Appeals decision granting its mo¬ 
tion for bond on behalf of Rev. Edward 
Pinkney,” said an ACLU press release. 
Pinkney was serving a 3-10 year prison 
sentence for writing a newspaper article 
that harshly criticized the judge who 
presided over his trial. A leader in the 
fight against the corporate take-over of 
Benton Harbor, he was released from 
prison pending his appeal on December 
24, 2008. 

The ACLU’s win is the last thing 
Berrien County power players want. 


Trial Court Judge Dennis Wiley tried 
to persuade the Prosecutor to postpone 
the hearing. Wiley, visibly angry, threw 
two people out of the courtroom for 
slight chuckles, shouting to “get out!” 
Rev. Pinkney, appearing on closed 
circuit TV from Jackson prison, was 
represented by two ACLU attorneys. 

It was obvious from their astonished 
expressions that they may never have 
been subjected to this type of “legal 
proceeding.” Berrien County refused to 
bring Pinkney to the courtroom cit¬ 
ing bad weather. “This is how they do 
things in Berrien County,” said Doro¬ 
thy Pinkney. 

Judge Wiley granted Pinkney a 
$10,000 cash surety bond — more than 


had been sought by either Pinkney 
or the prosecutor. “I could have set 
$150,000!,” threatened the Judge. The 
lawyers will appeal. 

The lawyer’s will also appeal 
the Judge’s long list of conditions 
to Pinkney’s bond release, which 
includes: 

No cell phone, no pager, no speak¬ 
ing engagements, no preaching in 
church, no defamatory or harassing 
behavior — including through the use 
of print or electronic media, no election 
activity, must wear a GPS tether and be 
under 24-hour curfew, may not go near 
the trial judge in the case, may not use 
a credit card. Also, Pinkney must keep 
away from the Berrien County Court¬ 
house. 
Pinkney 
is 

known 
for his 
court 
observ¬ 
er activ¬ 
ism. 
Attor¬ 
neys 
said the 
restric¬ 
tions 
are 

exces¬ 
sive and some are unconstitutional. 

Get the feeling they are just a little 
afraid of this Reverend? 

Please call the Judicial Tenure Commission, 
313-875-5110, or write: Paul J. Fischer, 3034 
Grand Blvd., Ste. 8-450, Detroit, MI, 48420.For 
Defense information call 269-925-0001. 


TRACKING A CHAMPION 

By Phil Bassett 

I know a winner when I see one. I 
could sense it in Edward Pinkney the 
first time I saw him speak in 2005. 
Since then, I’ve watched him brave 
assaults on his dignity that would have 
sent lesser men to the crazy house or to 


their grave. 

Just before Thanksgiving, I secured 
a TV studio equipped with a speaker¬ 
phone and a fifteen-minute appoint¬ 
ment to interview Rev. Pinkney. My 
friend John Mann was with me, and we 
waited tensely in the minutes before 
the appointed time, wondering if it was 
all going to fall through. If you know 
anything about the judicial system, you 
will know why we were concerned. 

When Pinkney comes on, his no- 
nonsense attitude is evident, his spirit 
untouched by his current surroundings. 
He tells a story about a guard accus¬ 
ing him of doing others’ legal work (is 
that a crime?), shaking him down and 
breaking his radio. He then relates how 
another guard told him to take his radio 
to have it repaired only to be accused, 
when he got there, of being there with¬ 
out permission. He talks about life at 
Ojibway: “.. .you are in a place where 
you don’t have soap to wash your 
hands...” and, using toilet paper, “you 
roll one sheet at a time.” Although his 
voice always carries a hint of humor, 
he states matter-of-factly, “I’m very 
concerned about not only my health, 
but also my safety.” 

John asked him why they arrested 
him the day after Cynthia McKinney 
came to town to support him. He says 
simply, “They can’t stand to see that 
much power in one man.” 

He states emphatically, “We have to 
channel our energy toward justice for 
all, not one, two, three people... We 
have to think of every single person— 
even the ones who don’t want to fight, 
even the ones who don’t want to stand 
up. We have to stand up for them, to 
show them there is another way of do¬ 
ing things.” 

He insists that this fight is not about 
him. If that were the case, he says, “If 
they get rid of me, they get rid of ev¬ 
erybody.” Unfortunately for the powers 
that be in Berrien County, the opposite 
has happened: putting the Reverend 
in a cage has only opened them up for 


ever greater 
scrutiny, as 
the ACLU is 
now bringing 
Pinkney’s ap¬ 
peal. The Na¬ 
tional Law¬ 
yers Guild 
has teamed 
up with him 
as well. 

Perhaps the 
rampant racism that passes for justice 
in St. Joe (Mich.) will be dragged out 
in the light for a little while. 


THOUGHTS ON THE 
BENTON HARBOR STRUGGLE 

From the People s Tribune Editorial 
Board 

The blatant attack against democ¬ 
racy in Benton Harbor — directed at 
anyone who stands up to corporate 
power — is a harbinger of the future 
for Michigan, and for all of America, if 
people do not act. 

Benton Harbor is a town of around 
11,000 in the Southwest corner of 
Michigan. The town is 94% Black. The 
major corporation in the area is Whirl¬ 
pool. The working class community of 
Benton Harbor at one time had stable 
jobs, a decent standard of living and 
had fairly good racial relations. The 
town, now devastated by globalization, 
industrial stagnation and flight, has a 
70% unemployment rate. As the jobs 
left, the people resisted. They fought 
for a decent standard of living and 
against Whirlpool’s effort to take the 
land and turn the town into a vacation 
resort for the rich. As a result, the gov¬ 
erning local bodies that once controlled 
by buying up the people’s leaders 
turned to intimidation and brute force. 
Today, the town is almost a fascist 
dictatorship. 

When Rev. Edward Pinkney tried to 
address the destruction of the Benton 
Harbor community by the corporations, 
the city’s rulers pulled out the race card 
to try to shut him up and to isolate the 
struggle from the rest of Michigan. 
They are well aware that the deteriorat¬ 
ing industrial base of the entire state is 
creating anger among the previously 
well-paid white workers who also are 
being hurled into poverty. Racism 
serves to hide the reality that today, the 
white poor have more in common with 
the Black poor than they do with the 
corporations who have discarded them. 
Racism keeps the poor divided. 

Lastly, the first line of attack of the 
rulers is to isolate the leaders from the 
movement they represent. The attack 
on Rev. Pinkney is an attempt to render 
the movement ineffective. A movement 
that does not defend its leaders cannot 
grow. Benton Harbor shows what lies 
ahead. Let’s defend ourselves by de¬ 
fending democracy in Benton Harbor! 
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Pinkney supporters welcome him home. 
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Rev. Pinkney 
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